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An American classic
in southwest China

Text: Adrian Ho Photography: Courtesy of St Regis Chengdu

The historic hotel brand St Regis recently arrived in the
southwest of*€hina,“with interiors by Rhode Island-based
studio Di Leonardeiwhich blend the=Art Deco style of the
1920s with traditional elements of Siehuan culture
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he first St Regis hotel in

New York City, opened

in 1904 by John Jacob

Astor IV, began the

brand’s legacy with

classic sophistication that

now encompasses 33 hotels

around the world. Today, the

33rd member of of the group, the

St Regis Chengdu, continues to
build the brand’s portfolio.

Located at the intersection of
the city’s business and luxury retail
districts, a few steps away from
Tianfu Square and Chun Xi Road,
St Regis Chengdu comprises 279
luxurious guestrooms and suites
designed by Rhode Island-based
studio Di Leonardo. The hotel
building itself was designed by
architecture firm Aedas, as part of
the larger development of Chinese
Estates Plaza.

Aedas graced the main fagade
of the St Regis Chengdu with warm
toned materials such as Brazilian
granite, along with timber-
patterned architectural features and
pearl white window mullions,
giving the building an elegant
appeal and transforming the tower
into an architectural metaphor of
Sichuan's natural landscape.

Left

The glass curtain wall expresses
movement and verticality, while
the granite cladding adds
firmness to the exterior

Facing page

The generous guestrooms feature
a collection of fine furnishings
and sophisticated artefacts that
give a sense of worldly travel
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Meanwhile, the hotel’s spatial design aims to reflect the city’s
indigenous outdoor lifestyle, with terraces on different podium levels
providing an alfresco dining area, outdoor swimming pools on the
sixth and the 29th floors — both being the first outdoor pools in
Chengdu city — and a landscaped sky lounge serving as an urban oasis.

Upon arrival, visitors enter a lofty lobby boasting ceilings of
13m in height, where a grand decorative marble wall with LED
lights immediately catches the eye. A sumptuous curved marble
staircase, dark wood finishes, crystal chandeliers and delicate carpet
patterns inspired by the local pepper blossoms evoke a meticulous
blend of Art Deco flair and Sichuan cues, orchestrated by the design
team at Di Leonardo.

The same distinctive style is also present in the series of distinct
venues for events and the glamorous Astor Ballroom. Other highlights
include six distinct restaurants and lounges, plus St Regis’ signature
Iridium Spa, with nine treatment rooms, sauna and steam rooms, and
a modern fitness centre. The guestrooms also continue to juxtapose

classic Art Deco design and modern accents throughout, such as the
bronze mirror panels with bevelled edges and the beautiful leather
headboard headlined with St Regis’ signature diamond-shaped motif.

Nods to contemporary high-tech concerns include a touch panel
nightstand which expands to reveal a touch-control panel with a Bose
sound system; while a dark chocolate wood desk doubles as a vanity
and work surface — with an inset leather top in dark — also conceals
a TV within itself. In the bathrooms, fluted glass doors welcome
guests into a double vanity space with a Venetian inspired mirror
(with a built-in TV, of course) and a Jacuzzi as well as a rain shower.
Here, the hardware is inspired by Art Deco as well, with the nostalgic
stone flooring completing the timeless set-up.

“We are honoured to debut the St Regis in Chengdu, one of the
fastest growing metropolitan cities in the world,” says Richard Deutl,
general manager of the hotel. “We look forward to offering our
global guests and distinguished residents the highest level of
personalised service.”
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A range of distinct dining options are
available at the St Regis Chengdu,
including three signature restaurants
and a dedicated wine bar e The
event spaces are filled with warm Art
Deco details on both the ceiling and
wall, while hand-tufted carpets are
laid throughout
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The lobby features rich textures, dark
wood finishes with a neutral colour
palette, and crystal chandeliers
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